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no allegiance to the bishops of Rome. But he
never forgot that' he must limit his ambition, and
his boldness was tempered by a clear judgment of
what was feasible. It is not likely that, he ever
seriously contemplated a step that was sure to end
in failure. It was impossible that a pope would
willingly consent to the creation of a patriarchate
in France; it was most unlikely that a pope could
be forced to consent. The assumption of such a
dignity, at the request of the Gallican Church,
would have been revolt from Rome, and whatever
were the Cardinal's own grievances, there was no
popular discontent with the papacy; no body of
active proselytes, aroused to action by religious
abuses, would have assisted an effort to repudiate
the papal authority. If Richelieu had seriously
advocated such a measure, not even his power could
have secured its succcess.

Discontented at the treatment he received at
Rome, and active in defence of the rights of the
Gallican Church, the Cardinal's relations with the
papacy were rarely cordial and were often acrimoni-
ous. At times it seemed as if these quarrels might
almost drift into actual schism. The Pope long re-
fused to grant bulls to a large number of bishops
appointed by the King. The situation grew steadily
worse, the nominees were forbidden to yield to the
demands for money which came from Rome, and
the Cardinal threatened that if papal confirmation
were much longer delayed, the incumbents would
dispense with it altogether. But Urban VIII. had
no desire to let. this quarrel go too far; he knew
